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PESACH/MATZA/MAROR
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Rabban Gamliel was accustomed to say, Anyone who has not said these three
things on Pesach has not fulfilled his obligation, and these are them: the Pesach
sacrifice, matsa and marror.
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The Pesach [passover] sacrifice that our ancestors were accustomed to eating when
the Temple existed, for the sake of what [was it]? For the sake [to commemorate]
that the Holy One, blessed be He, passed over the homes of our ancestors in Egypt,
as it is stated (Exodus 12:27); "And you shall say: 'lt is the passover sacrifice to the
Lord, for that He passed over the homes of the Children of Israel in Egypt, when He
smote the Egyptians, and our homes he saved.” And the people bowed the head
and bowed."
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This matza that we are eating, for the sake of what [is it]? For the sake [to
commemorate] that our ancestors' dough was not yet able to rise, before the King
of the kings of kings, the Holy One, revealed Godself to them and redeemed them
as it is stated (Exodus 12:39); "And they baked the dough which they brought out of
Egypt into matza cakes, since it did not rise; because they were expelled from Egypt,
and could not tarry, neither had they made for themselves provisions."
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This marror [bitter greens] that we are eating, for the sake of what [is it]? For the
sake [to commemorate] that the Egyptians embittered the lives of our ancestors in
Egypt, as it is stated (Exodus 1:14); "And they made their lives bitter with hard
service, in mortar and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field; in all their
service, wherein they made them serve with rigor."



